
POLICY            371  

INSTRUCTION 

 

STUDENT ORGANIZATIONS 

 

Student organizations have an important place in the educational program of District schools because, 

when properly organized and operated, they reflect one or more district and/or community values, which 

include: 

 

1. extend and reinforce the instructional program 

 

2. give students practice in democratic self-government 

 

3. build student morale and spirit of positive support for the school 

 

4. honor student achievement 

 

5. provide social and recreational activities 

 

To guide the instructional staff and students in organizations, the Board of Education sets forth the 

following policy guide: 

 

1. School clubs and societies will be recognized as school organizations if they are authorized by 

the school administration, supervised by school personnel, composed completely of current 

student body members, hold the majority of their meetings at school, have a democratic plan for 

the selection of members, establish aims which are educational, of school interest or community 

interest and meet all those conditions hereinafter set forth for recognized school-sponsored 

organizations. 

 

2. The administration is authorized to establish lawful criteria and procedures for the 

registration, recognition, operation, and possible discontinuation of student organizations, 

which may include, for example, a requirement for a showing of interest and/or a requirement 

to hold regular meetings or other activities at school. Such criteria and other rules may vary 

by school, subject to final oversight by the District Administrator or their administrative-level 

designee. 

 

3. The registration and operation of a student organization may be denied for lawful reasons, 

such as that the group intends to engage in or advocate criminal conduct or engage in or 

advocate activities that pose an unreasonable risk to health and safety.   

 

4. Student organizations may not discriminate in their membership or in their activities in a 

manner that would violate the District’s student nondiscrimination policies. However, the 

District also acknowledges its obligation to avoid engaging in any unlawful discrimination 

against any proposed or active student organization, or participating student, on the basis of, 

for example, the religious, political, or philosophical content or viewpoint of such an 

organization or its activities or speech.  

 

5. A student organization must identify its regular/official members to the District. No secret 

society/organization is eligible to be recognized as a noncurricular student organization.  



The District reserves all lawful power and authority to maintain order and discipline on District 

premises, to prevent disruption of instructional time and activities, and to protect the well-being of 

students and staff. If the District determines that a student’s conduct inappropriately disrupts the 

meetings or activities of a noncurricular student group, or that any student’s conduct violates other 

District policies, rules, or directives, the District may deny the student permission to continue to 

participate in the group and the student may be subject to other District-imposed disciplinary 

consequences.  

It is the policy of the Rice Lake Area School District, pursuant to s. 118.13 of Wisconsin Statutes, 

and Chapter PI9 of the Wisconsin Administrative Code, that no person may be denied admission to 

any school or be denied participation in, be denied the benefits of, or be discriminated against in any 

curricular, extracurricular, pupil services, recreational, or other program or activity on the basis of the 

protected classes of race, color, religion, national origin, ancestry, creed, pregnancy, marital status, 

parental status, sexual orientation, sex, or physical, mental, emotional, or learning disability.   

 

Legal Ref: 118.13, 120.12(23), 120.13(1), 120.44 WSS; PI 9.03(1) WAC; 20 U.S.C. §§4071-4074 

Cross Ref: 411 Rule Student Discrimination Complaint Procedures 

Adopted: 12/18/78 
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